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Dear members, 
 
Well, things are starting to get back to normal. Covid vaccinations are promised and some of you 
have already gotten yours…hoorah! We still have to be diligent though, and not let our guard 
down just yet. Be patient, we’ll get there.  
 
As you probably know, I’m a travel consultant. I would like for people to start traveling again, but 
not yet. Making reservations now to take advantage of the good rates being offered is a good 
idea, but I don’t recommend any major traveling until 2022.  
 
Thanks to Cathie Moog of Discovery Bay GC for donating $5 per book sold to DFD, we had a very 
successful mini fundraiser.  

It’s such a charming and beautifully illustrated way of 
informing us of the life and plight of Monarch 
butterflies. Adults also enjoy it as much as children. 
We plan on continuing to offer the Monarch Butterfly 
book to all of you again (see page 3).  It will make a 
wonderful gift for Easter giving as well as Birthdays, 
etc.  

We’ll take preorders for the books and send out 
information for ordering in a separate eblast.    

We’ll still be Zooming our next District meeting. It will 
be February 25th     Shane Looper, the California 
Garden Clubs President will be attending and I 
would like to see a large Club attendance for this 
meeting. More information will be coming soon in a 
separate email.  
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Director message continued: 

 
 
One final item:  I want to take this time, also, to remind you that 
we need a nominating committee. 
 
I am hopeful that each one of you would offer up members for 
this task.  If not the nominating committee….then, please,  
provide recommendations for the district positions that will open at 
the end of this season.      
 
 
Maybe our meeting in June will be in person. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Mona  

 

Below are samples of some ZOOM backgrounds. 
You can find these, and more, on the Ruth Bancroft website. 



 

DFD           Foothills District N  3                      RTM  February  2021 

Diablo Foothills District Board & General Membership Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2020 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
 

Call to Order: Director, Mona Dunlop called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: None   Inspiration:  None 
 
Introduction of Past Directors and DFD Executive Board:  In attendance were: Past 
Directors, Elaine Billeter 2007-2009; Rebecca Ferguson 2013-2015; and Gloria Utley 2017-2019.  
DFD Executive Board attendees in attendance: Director Mona Dunlop, Assistant Director Elaine 
Billeter, Treasurer Audrey Marlovits, Recording Secretary Linda Cruz.  Absent: Corresponding 
Secretary Linda Flood and Parliamentarian & Yearbook Chair Judy Bates. 
  
Roll Call:  Secretary, Linda Cruz took roll call in absence of Linda Flood.  Representatives from 
Antioch Riverview GC President Olga Schultz; Clayton Valley GC President Gloria Utley & Club Rep 
Ruby Wagstaff; Discovery Bay GC President Cathie Moog; Livermore Amador Valley GC Jeri Stark; 
and Walnut Creek GC, Cindy; Gardens at Heather Farm and Northern Unit CA Herb Society, Karen 
Mahshi; and Ruth Bancroft Garden, Melissa.   Absent: Blackhawk Bloomers 
 
Secretary: Linda Cruz provided minutes from previous meeting on February 27, 2020.  Minutes 
were approved. 
 
Treasurer: Audrey Marlovits provided the Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer Report will be filed for 
audit.   
 
Penny Pines: Chair, Jeri Stark reported – Due to COVID closures, please stop donations until 
further notice.  It was suggested to continue collecting in preparation for future donations. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Ways & Means Chair, Elaine Billeter – There were several suggestions for fundraising events 
including Virtual Tour of a Country; Garden Tours wearing masks; Virtual sales of edibles; Home 
& Garden garage sale. 
 
Newsletter: Communications Director, Linda Holmes – informed deadline for the November 
newsletter is November 19th.   CGCI Awards Program applications and Blue-Ribbon application are 
due December 1.  Visit www.CaliforniaGardenClubs.com/Awards or view page 2 of the current 
Golden Gardens newsletter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Director, Mona Dunlop is requesting 3 volunteers to contact her as soon as 
possible in order to form a Nominating Committee for a slate of Officers for June 2021. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Karen Mahshi reports she is bringing back the No. Herb Society of CA and Markham Arboretum. 
Melissa from Ruth Bancroft Gardens reported about the current Garden of d’Lights event by 
reservation and the Halloween event to be held on October 31st.  Brian Kimble has been at RBG 
for 40 years. 
 
PROGRAM: Rebecca Ferguson introduced Master Gardener & Writer, Joan Morris at 11:17   
Secretary counted 14 in attendance. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  February 25, 2021 Virtual via Zoom   
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:58. 

about:blank
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Penny Pines Update—February 2021 

 
Per Nina Blonski, Chairman Penny Pines for the following notice was placed in the e-Golden Gate News: 
 
“All US Forest Service Offices are closed due to the COVID-19 restrictions and/or the wildfire events 
around the state. Please do NOT send Penny Pines donations currently. You may wish to continue 
collecting funds and hold until we are notified that the offices are open and able to receive donations.” 

 

District Penny Pines Chair, Jeri Stark 
(a repeat reminder….so important to help our forests) 

Golden Gardens eNews  January 2021 

CaliforniaGardenClubs.com   
This article was published int eh Golden Garden eNews January 2021, p 5...a potential goal for your yard in 2021: 
 

Wildlife-Friendly Backyards  
By Anita Urie, Immediate Past President and Diane Dillard, Award Chair Roseville Better Gardens Club  
 

This year, seven Roseville Better Gardens Club members applied to the National Wildlife 
Federation to have their yards designated as Certified Wildlife Habitats. One member completed 
the process earlier. The individuals found the process super easy. Signs to show the yards are 
certified are available for purchase. And, each individual receives a magazine subscription with 
membership.  
These individuals’ yards vary in size from a small residential lot with a Koi pond to a five-acre lot 
with a fresh stream running through it. Some members added additional food, water and nesting 
places. All the yards have a variety of trees and plants that attract wildlife.  
The members helped wildlife on the federal level, and they increased their knowledge and 
appreciation of the wildlife that visit their yards. The enjoyment and excitement of watching so 
many species visit and make these yards their home is rewarding and comforting.  
 
The requirements for eligibility to have a garden certified are simple, and most gardeners 
across the nation would qualify.  
Per the National Wildlife Federation all you need to do is confirm you have the following:  
At least three (3) food sources.  
One (1) water source.  
Two (2) places for cover.  
Two (2) places to raise their young.  
Sustainable practices: soil and water conservation, control exotic plants and pest management, 
and organic practices.  
 
Photographs from some of the members’ yards are included to show how welcoming their yards 
are to wildlife.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about getting your yard certified, 
visit: www.nwf.org, or phone 1-800-822-9919.  

http://www.nwf.org
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Pacific Region’s “Workshop Wednesdays”  

 
Presented by Stars from around the Country  

 

This free series of workshops are presented as a benefit of membership to Pacific 
Region members and their friends. Please join us. The headliner will present their 
program followed by a 5-10 minute Hot Shot Topic centered on the administrative 
side of things.  
 
 

Workshops begin via ZOOM promptly at 9:30 a.m. PST.  
 
Contact Robin Pokorski, PRGCDirector@gmail.com to get on the link distribution list.  
 
 
February 3  
• Presenter: Tina Tuttle  
• Headliner Topic: 7 Plants that Changed the World  
• Hot Shot Topic: How to set an agenda presented by Robin Pokorski  
 
 
February 10  
• Presenter: Darlene Newell  
• Headliner Topic: Combination Plantings  
• Hot Shot Topic: Treasurer’s Reports presented by Robin Pokorski  
 
 
February 17 
• Presenter: Becky Hassebroek  
• Headliner Topic: Increasing Membership  
• Hot Shot Topic: Email etiquette presented by Robin Pokorski  
 
 
February 24  
• Presenter: TBA  
• Headliner Topic:  
• Hot Shot Topic: Motivating participation presented by Robin Pokorski  
 
 
 
 
(revised 11/12/2020 
This information was also sent to district members on November 13 via email) 
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DISTRICT CLUBS: 
 

Antioch-Riverview Garden Club.  Marlene Kinney, President 
 

The Antioch Riverview Garden Club has embraced the New Year with appreciation and 
gratefulness for what we have.  We have each other to connect with. 
 
We reached out to our community by making donations to Loaves & Fishes and Meals On Wheels 
in time for the Holidays. 
 
Each club member received a Christmas Surprise Gift Check to spend on whatever they choose.  
ARGC could not exist without the continued support and efforts of its members.  
 
Reaching out to our community and giving back to the membership was our way of doing nice 
things while we all lived under restrictions in year 2020.  Now that the COVID-19 vaccines are in 
process, we look forward to having our direct meetings and more club activities once again. 
 
Be Safe and Stay Healthy 

 

Blackhawk Bloomers.  Celia Maddox, President 
 

 Discovery Bay Garden Club. Cathie Moog, President 
 
A year ago, we didn’t know how to Zoom, attend online meetings, or watch a webinar. Thankfully, 
our program speakers have been able to present their scheduled programs on Zoom. In addition, 
Pacific Region is holding weekly “Workshop Wednesdays” where we can login and learn about a 
wide variety of topics. So far this year, we’ve heard about the mechanics of floral design, 
geraniums, and basic botany. On January 26th, the UC Master Gardeners of Contra Costa County 
offered a free webinar called “Soil in your Home Garden”. On January 30th, both Annie’s and 
Sloats Nursery offered a free webinar on “How to Prune Fruit Trees”. If you missed them, they 
were recorded and will be available on their websites. We’re learning a lot but, I long to start 
putting all of this great information to use! Gardening is about possibilities so, while it’s still cold, 
take time to be an “Armchair Gardener”. It’s the perfect time to plan out any changes you would 
like to make in your beds this spring.  
  

Northern California Camelia Society: Justin Bergamini, President 
 
 I hope everyone is enjoying the camellias blooming in his or her own garden. There are no shows 
this year, so try grafting, rooting or hybridizing. It can be fun and you might learn something new 
that you might like to do. If you go on the ACS web cite under education they have step by step 
instructions on how to do the above suggested activities.  
 
WHAT TO DO IN FEBRUARY  
1. Keep plants hydrated. REMEMBER blooms are made up of water.  
2. Keep petals and flowers picked up as this will prevent petal blight.  
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Clayton Valley Garden Club:  Linda Jean Cruz and Gloria Utley, Co Presidents 

 
CVGC wishes Diablo Foothills District garden clubs and supporters the best in 2021. 
November is the last general membership meeting of the year for CVGC.  At this meeting, Longevity 
Certificates were presented to 7 members whose membership and service to CVGC have ranged from 21 to 
23 years including 2 charter members.  A slide show is presented with photos throughout the year. We also 
vote on our 2021 budget and Board members.   We do have Business Commendations to present, however, 
we are hoping to present in person post COVID.  Note: Longevity Certificates and Business Commendations 
can be obtained through the California Garden Clubs, Inc (CGCI) website under the Awards tab.   
   www.CaliforniaGardenClubs.com/awards 
Although, CVGC does not meet in December and January, members are very active maintaining the Clayton 
Museum Educational Garden and the Clayton Community Library Beds (one succulent bed and one 
Certified Wildlife bed) as well as growing and maintaining hundreds of plants at the CVGC Hoop House 
project in preparation for our 2021 Plant Sale.  If we are not able to hold our Plant Sale at the Endeavor Hall 
Parking lot on May 8th, we will hold the Plant Sale online as we did successfully in 2020. 
Our Intern through Diablo Valley College completed his Internship and earned 3 credits.  He has the 

opportunity to be an Intern for CVGC for 2 more semesters.  He plans to join us again for the next semester.  

Our scholarship recipient reported to CVGC he received a 4.0 grade point average.  We like that he keeps in 

touch with CVGC through our Scholarship Chair. 

Due to COVID, CVGC was not able to take their group photo for the annual Christmas card which is sent out 

to members and supporters.  However, we prepared a collage card of events through the year.  Wishing 

you all a Happy New Year.    

 

 
 
 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club.  

about:blank
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Elinor Hernon and Maureen Little,  Co-Presidents 
  
Following is information about The Walnut Creek Garden Club's February meeting.   

Please join us for the Zoom meeting of the Walnut Creek Garden Club on 2/8/2021. Our general 
meeting begins at 10:00 AM, with the speaker presentation at 10:30 AM.  
  
Just in time for Valentine's Day:  "A Little Love for the Garden."  Jolene Adams, past president of 
the American Rose Society will tell us how to prepare your garden soil, what to feed your roses 
and more.  The blooms will be worth the bother. 
  
Please contact Maureen Little, Co-President at mslittle44@gmail.com to receive your Zoom 
invite.  You can go to our website for more information at www.walnutcreekgardenclub.org  
 
ONE MORE THING:  WCGC is hosting a virtual fundraiser.  The fundraiser is March 8th.  More 
details are included on page 11 of this newsletter! 
 

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club:  Jeri Stark, President 
 
1.  LAVGC was pleased to be notified in December that we have been awarded a grant from Plant 
for America and the National Garden Club in the amount of $1,000.  This grant will be used to 
plant 50 plus roses in the Hansen Rose Garden in Livermore. 
  
2.  We welcomed to Pleasanton a new garden, Clare's Fare.  This garden has been recognized by 
LAVGC as a Community Service Committee.  The garden, fashioned after the very successful Eden 
Garden will provide food to local food banks. 
  
3.  LAVGC has designed and implemented a new award, Lifetime Membership in LAVGC.  The first 
presentation of this award went to Daniel McCright for over 30 years of service and support to the 
club. 
  
4.  We continue to hold our club and committee meetings via Zoom with more than 60 participants 
at our monthly meeting.  The speakers are recorded when allowed and posted for our members on 
our web site.  February 11 will be a presentation on Seeing Color in the Garden by Lorene Edwards 
Forkner.  If you are interested in attending, send a message to Jstarkhome@comcast.net to obtain 
the zoom information. 
  

 
“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as 
though everything is a miracle.” — Albert Einstein  

mailto:mslittle44@gmail.com
http://www.walnutcreekgardenclub.org/
mailto:Jstarkhome@comcast.net
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We had over 10,000 visitors to our Gardens of d’Lights!   Not bad for our second year of this 
event.   
 
We are looking forward to continuing to enhance our efforts again.  Mark your calendars!! 
 
Have you come by to see us lately?  We have new plants and new plantings to share.  Winter is a 
good time to get those plants in the ground and get those roots started before the heat of 
summer. 
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are now on YOU TUBE!! 

 
“Did you ever wonder how The Gardens at Heather Farm got its name?  Or how we grown plants for our 
garden and for plants sales?  Or what that big, bronze eagle is doing at the top of the hill at the back of the 
property?  Or how YOU can HELP The Gardens at Heather Farm thrive?   
Well, thanks to a new series of videos coming to our new YouTube channel, you can learn all of these things 
and more! 

 

• The history of our nonprofit and construction of the garden 
• A review of our major (and majorly beautiful) garden spaces 
• A behind-the-scenes tour of our on-site growing facilities 
• Hot tips for hosting weddings and events at The Gardens 
• A closer look at our Youth Education programs and the impact they have on local Pre-K through Grade 

Five students 
• Fun times growing in the Community Garden...and more! 
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WALNUT CREEK GARDEN CLUB 

2021 VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER 
Via Zoom – You do not need to be present to win 

 

March 8, 2021 
Fundraiser proceeds raise money for our Community Outreach Grants 

Past Recipients: 
Youth Homes Summer Garden Program (A Foster Youth Program) 

Cindy Gershen Sunrise Serendipity Garden & Culinary Program MDHS 

Aglantis: CoCo San Sustainable Farm    

(They provide thousands of pounds of sustainably grown produce to schools and the food bank) 
Planting Justice- (A garden program and work opportunities for the incarcerated) 

To be included in the drawing 

Donation:  $30.00 
Send check & email address by March 1 to: 

Jan Howard 

1801 Wales Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2473 

If you win and are not present, you will be notified the day of the drawing. 

Prize Opportunities Include: 

$100 Sloat Nursery Gift Card 

$50 Sloat Nursery Gift Card 

Wine Baskets 

Potted Orchids, Succulent Bowls and beautiful Theme Baskets  

www.walnutcreekgardenclub.org 


